
982,714 breakfast meals served
in 2022-23

Breakfast program participation
increased 28.3% in 2022-23

2,022,124 lunches served in
2023-24 

Check out this excerpt from an article
honoring Gina Giarratana’s contributions
towards nutritious and tasty school
meals:

To bolster student interest in school meals,
Giarratana increased the availability of culturally
diverse dishes on ASD’s monthly menus and
added more variety.

Items added since 2023 include chicken
drumsticks, chicken broccoli Alfredo, yogurt
parfaits and pupusas — a Central American food
consisting of tortillas that can be stuffed with
meat, beans, cheese and vegetables.

“Recently, we’ve been getting tacos — really
good quality tacos with sour cream and
everything,” Adrianna said.

Giarratana launched both a taco salad and
walking taco offering in ASD cafeterias that have
been big hits, she said.

They're options with vegetables that kids also
enjoy, she said.
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“Everybody knows that hungry
kids can’t learn. That’s why we
feel it’s so, so important to make
sure that we’re giving them good
options.”

-Gina Giarratana
Allentown School District

Quick Stats:

View Full Article Here

https://www.lehighvalleynews.com/school-news/it-tastes-better-every-time-more-kids-are-eating-lunch-in-allentown-schools-thanks-to-new-meal-options


JANUARY AT-A-GLANCE

SNAPA RINGS IN THE NEW YEAR!
As the calendar turns to 2025, SNAPA is poised to advance its mission of promoting healthy eating
habits for students nationwide. With a renewed focus on innovation and inclusivity, the organization
plans to roll out initiatives that address key challenges in school meal programs, such as food insecurity,
rising costs, and evolving dietary preferences. By leveraging cutting-edge nutritional research and
fostering collaborations with educators, policymakers, and food industry leaders, SNAPA aims to create a
transformative impact on the well-being of Pennsylvania children. Happy New Year and thank you for
your continued commitment to feeding bodies and fueling minds. 

Submit proposals to speak at SNAPA’s
2025 Annual Conference
Deadline: February 14, 2025

Submit your proposal HERE and encourage others
to do the same.
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Governor’s School Breakfast Challenge
Begins
January - March, 2025

School food leaders can use this Breakfast
Challenge checklist to track their completion of the
requirements for each month to ensure they meet
all criteria.

January Checklist 

Promote breakfast to families and students (parent flyer, social
media messages, etc) by using the Breakfast Toolkit or other
creative ways.
Provide at least one breakfast promotion activity. See
examples at: No Kid Hungry List of Breakfast Promotion
Strategies
Formulate a plan with school administration to implement an
alternative serving method.*
Not applicable if the building already offers an alternative
breakfast serving method.
Serve at least one local food (milk excluded) a week at
breakfast. 

Local is PA Agriculture (grown or raised-must be
minimally processed per USDA definition**). PA
Harvest of Month can be incorporated.
paharvestofthemonth.org
Offer a hot breakfast (main item/entrée) choice a
minimum of two times/week
Offer high sugar items at breakfast no more than
three times a week. High sugar items include: toaster
pastries, sweet rolls, fruit turnovers, cereal bars,
breakfast bars, granola bars, doughnuts, funnel cakes,
coffee cakes, and cereals with more than 6 grams of
sugar per dry ounce.
Upload one new picture of a healthy student
breakfast to the LEA's/SFA's social media or website
platform(s). Can include students if parental consent
was obtained.

https://www.americandairy.com/
https://www.jtmfoodgroup.com/k-12
https://mccainusafoodservice.com/channels/k-12
https://www.mocciaent.com/
https://www.pjponline.com/
https://form.jotform.com/242963172494161
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/education.html
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/education.html
https://www.pa.gov/en/agencies/education/programs-and-services/schools/food-and-nutrition/governors-school-breakfast-challenge.html#toolkit
https://bestpractices.nokidhungry.org/sites/default/files/2023-06/School%20Breakfast%20Promotion%20Strategies.pdf
https://bestpractices.nokidhungry.org/sites/default/files/2023-06/School%20Breakfast%20Promotion%20Strategies.pdf
https://bestpractices.nokidhungry.org/sites/default/files/2023-06/School%20Breakfast%20Promotion%20Strategies.pdf
https://www.paharvestofthemonth.org/


LEAD to Succeed™ self-paced trainings are available for free in the SNA Training Zone, and
include:

Communication for Impact Series
Leadership Growth Series
Adult Learning Series
LEAD en Español

Click here to access SNA
Training Zone

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
OPPORTUNITIES AWAIT!
More than 20 hours of LEAD to Succeed™ training is available to school nutrition
professionals like you. You can earn CEUs and meet professional development requirements
at no cost to you!

SCHOOL NUTRITION LEGISLATIVE UPDATES:
SNA’s new SY 2024/25 School Nutrition Trends Report reveals high costs, rising unpaid

school meal debt and insufficient funding threaten the sustainability of school meal
programs and efforts to implement forthcoming nutrition standards.

The USDA Food and Nutrition Services (FNS) is inviting School Food Authorities (SFAs)
operating the National School Lunch Program to provide voluntary feedback on the USDA

Foods in Schools Product Information Sheets and the USDA Foods Database.

Anyone can get involved and informed by registering for the virtual public meeting to hear
feedback on the Scientific Report of the 2025 Dietary Guidelines Advisory Committee

(DGAC). 
SNA Releases 2025 Position Paper
SNA’s 2025 Position Paper urges Congress to:

Increase school meal reimbursements by 40 cents per
lunch and 15 cents per breakfast
Protect Community Eligibility Provision and expand
access to school meals for all students
Address unpaid school meal debt

Review Paper
Here

https://email.axioshq.schoolnutrition.org/c/eJyMkbGOHCEQRL9mSKxeQdPDQkDgwBs68QdYDd3cIq2ZM8xZJ3-9tRc4cuC09FR6pZJ8laZRjWZ39SGFEF00Kv3sx_jeJbuCoYUUoTYsQCoMiaQCpxaQS6k2eXPPKcTmfRFOu5ZWyFmOnjxaQmoUmukZLe7Wud1F2tFditPqElmvzB4VN7L83o91_3lZ9X4cj_F2zg-NyzFfzCPfz_N1bf7zhrcNb_9gNrxVnqpzwTm5jz6e0UNZ4DxgvdWqKhvezDFfePTf_HejRV-57LBLtEDYCCJeK-wiTiU2rq6ZmVl-9LGR7UM6D16DP8yWDnm20J6s1NAANRJQKQTpGhSSrRR190JOzdLZdT3xGK4BgytgIwqQZwdRuUKsijWRE7Vkzvzt66cv769T1zLn_53xK-OfAAAA__-PJpAT
https://training.schoolnutrition.org/courses/43747?_ga=2.188222312.134490710.1734544349-1170903955.1708018078&_gl=1*35d69s*_ga*MTE3MDkwMzk1NS4xNzA4MDE4MDc4*_ga_2KEDL6GGQS*MTczNDU0NDM0OC4yMi4xLjE3MzQ1NDQ2ODYuMC4wLjA.
https://training.schoolnutrition.org/courses/43747?_ga=2.188222312.134490710.1734544349-1170903955.1708018078&_gl=1*35d69s*_ga*MTE3MDkwMzk1NS4xNzA4MDE4MDc4*_ga_2KEDL6GGQS*MTczNDU0NDM0OC4yMi4xLjE3MzQ1NDQ2ODYuMC4wLjA.
https://email.axioshq.schoolnutrition.org/c/eJyMkbGOHCEQRL9mSKxeQdPDQkDgwBs68QdYDd3cIq2ZM8xZJ3-9tRc4cuC09FR6pZJ8laZRjWZ39SGFEF00Kv3sx_jeJbuCoYUUoTYsQCoMiaQCpxaQS6k2eXPPKcTmfRFOu5ZWyFmOnjxaQmoUmukZLe7Wud1F2tFditPqElmvzB4VN7L83o91_3lZ9X4cj_F2zg-NyzFfzCPfz_N1bf7zhrcNb_9gNrxVnqpzwTm5jz6e0UNZ4DxgvdWqKhvezDFfePTf_HejRV-57LBLtEDYCCJeK-wiTiU2rq6ZmVl-9LGR7UM6D16DP8yWDnm20J6s1NAANRJQKQTpGhSSrRR190JOzdLZdT3xGK4BgytgIwqQZwdRuUKsijWRE7Vkzvzt66cv769T1zLn_53xK-OfAAAA__-PJpAT
https://email.axioshq.schoolnutrition.org/c/eJyMkT2PFDEMhn_NpEFeJc7HJMUUFEx5BUePnNi5jbRkhskcnPj1aBdBRXGdi0eP7fflZeYqUZQsZrYhhRBNVMLtbFv_2ngxGUMNKUKpmMEJEyTHBSjVgJRz0cmq6yJCnJ2uGNLsq2FCE0SiDWnWmtGqtqBGr43xJjqP5pKNFJOctkJkUXBymt7aNq7fL6Nct-3WX8_jccZlO17Ubbme5z4m-3HCdcL1P8yE688dytZP6eeE6-t-24jHhOt99YSrNn9mB-jh-SGAp78G-HJI5wGfZd-O87JzVdvxQr39on9ZaLSFsgfPUYPD6iDiXMAzG-FYqZiqjoX4W-uT061zo06j0-ODIZ3vFueT5hIqoEQHLmcHaQ4CSRcXxVt2RtSQo8m44zHMAYPJoCMyOEsGolCBWARLcoZFO3Uuz08fPr3th4yhzveV9mPB3wEAAP__5yacKQ
http://link.hns.azed.gov/ls/click?upn=u001.0jZG60asxkoJfq9lqV-2FjI64DrjegZQ3bi1Ex37AH0nvzrCtDo2bbxcifFMAab25b41uNhexezAGYLwUC8Ni0gnEK0i48z2fJ6nxjGW4op1RDxp-2FccaujsQUC0QceDIlo4U9g_UgXLrLAi5ubGtk-2FzFSKBI90ECpjqU5pHF-2FEz5FM7-2BesvzaK9hSc-2BzCMSSC-2F5dhyg-2FI3N4iPmak64AYIVrRQsPk9f1hqHmVOjSf7U5HeMNPd2gwYNRSP4KDEBaOkPaYamplnVowOdPHgYv-2F0as32Q1Iu68N17iOTSAvgw6JMxsHrQkreD4AYoV6-2BCKyEtGT6lCtS9XKqAHnwnOtRwL7RKrjxeUZxtXXOlSgze9uLlMug6UEfxZ2qRrYu32d9UZv0upuYaIQau6Gpdo3uGZw07ScfSiRiDRPhqT6kMtmgx10cXQ-2BTGGaQ9efu89tRXB1uma-2F90DPn0WuRUrVzt-2BIvJ73yYcNVPLwZoip953apuJ-2FuicOlDJP1-2FDJkhw5PYbGFzO6OeChHpf51z0Hy88zbqLPBJl4lykg-2BPE11YGqEgCNEtH3GXztuuuyH2i4FMtHqVxSFGRp0-2BkWioNDz8p79bjHYtYl09u1MWbTXJgcQQydc-2B8v4QXONO-2BqcVgm9OCjw65qJvq3nn4Y3AC7q9X-2BqAmlUmsrP6tuFkrVcoZpY-2B38JTl8YfABnBQBYtewoNppYefY7M5EeITirQHgHrpn3fFbX66Slodgwn5K76hkX2PPieSxMj09-2B4psEPMousSyyqeHuZhQ4xPvlmefLmA6D4Jk6p3UPDkXyMuU3-2FrpbEftIJCFJc5Z0liiu454RkRgiefifrsVheLm0S-2FJ5iyZVy6OzMG1z1lHljnqU3sN2D7Ck-2BGQXfoDg3L9l1GUS-2FshBc0mQ1SzDkzp-2BNUnWdLZ0XYMYvwMlKRJYILeiA44T-2BLYx2onP1weA-2Fmy1YliPnmqdEHx4Q2AVhqKABAUDg90lyJsBfdGegFwmsLTuwFpDg8U-2F7bfMi2dn1eDMyZCOsSvq7vHoK3AMK9czPivleHu-2Brqyu6O2Z824RI7e9IpwtLD3IAX7xgFxQt-2BvR1qqtwnDZ4NH7BjGn033RMfcGxf9uNhXnDMwMXdW6irAru7Fni16Ggdm1rOtw1naUmJTw2edeahrvosjJcXK9fujvwVb6RGz-2B33LXq8lf-2BxBiSFETv1l7xP9g4uteaYpDPKTyQuM6g
http://link.hns.azed.gov/ls/click?upn=u001.0jZG60asxkoJfq9lqV-2FjI64DrjegZQ3bi1Ex37AH0nvzrCtDo2bbxcifFMAab25b41uNhexezAGYLwUC8Ni0gnEK0i48z2fJ6nxjGW4op1RDxp-2FccaujsQUC0QceDIlo4U9g_UgXLrLAi5ubGtk-2FzFSKBI90ECpjqU5pHF-2FEz5FM7-2BesvzaK9hSc-2BzCMSSC-2F5dhyg-2FI3N4iPmak64AYIVrRQsPk9f1hqHmVOjSf7U5HeMNPd2gwYNRSP4KDEBaOkPaYamplnVowOdPHgYv-2F0as32Q1Iu68N17iOTSAvgw6JMxsHrQkreD4AYoV6-2BCKyEtGT6lCtS9XKqAHnwnOtRwL7RKrjxeUZxtXXOlSgze9uLlMug6UEfxZ2qRrYu32d9UZv0upuYaIQau6Gpdo3uGZw07ScfSiRiDRPhqT6kMtmgx10cXQ-2BTGGaQ9efu89tRXB1uma-2F90DPn0WuRUrVzt-2BIvJ73yYcNVPLwZoip953apuJ-2FuicOlDJP1-2FDJkhw5PYbGFzO6OeChHpf51z0Hy88zbqLPBJl4lykg-2BPE11YGqEgCNEtH3GXztuuuyH2i4FMtHqVxSFGRp0-2BkWioNDz8p79bjHYtYl09u1MWbTXJgcQQydc-2B8v4QXONO-2BqcVgm9OCjw65qJvq3nn4Y3AC7q9X-2BqAmlUmsrP6tuFkrVcoZpY-2B38JTl8YfABnBQBYtewoNppYefY7M5EeITirQHgHrpn3fFbX66Slodgwn5K76hkX2PPieSxMj09-2B4psEPMousSyyqeHuZhQ4xPvlmefLmA6D4Jk6p3UPDkXyMuU3-2FrpbEftIJCFJc5Z0liiu454RkRgiefifrsVheLm0S-2FJ5iyZVy6OzMG1z1lHljnqU3sN2D7Ck-2BGQXfoDg3L9l1GUS-2FshBc0mQ1SzDkzp-2BNUnWdLZ0XYMYvwMlKRJYILeiA44T-2BLYx2onP1weA-2Fmy1YliPnmqdEHx4Q2AVhqKABAUDg90lyJsBfdGegFwmsLTuwFpDg8U-2F7bfMi2dn1eDMyZCOsSvq7vHoK3AMK9czPivleHu-2Brqyu6O2Z824RI7e9IpwtLD3IAX7xgFxQt-2BvR1qqtwnDZ4NH7BjGn033RMfcGxf9uNhXnDMwMXdW6irAru7Fni16Ggdm1rOtw1naUmJTw2edeahrvosjJcXK9fujvwVb6RGz-2B33LXq8lf-2BxBiSFETv1l7xP9g4uteaYpDPKTyQuM6g
https://email.axioshq.schoolnutrition.org/c/eJyMkbFu3DAQRL9GbIIVyOWSIgsVKXJlmnxAsOQu7wg4kiPKPiNfH5yLq929YjB4g5F1kaZJja5u8THHmFwyKv3s-_a7y-oKxhZzgtqwAKkwZJIKnFtELqXa7M1t9aF5q2S9CyopYIzonbJIjotk601f0WKwzgWXKKCbi9PqMlmvzB4VJ7L80fdx-zuPetv3l-3tPD415v24mpf1dp6vY_LfJ7xMeLnf73Pbxvw2hOfr_j7h5YHQ-njivssA4ZMLDzX7ceWt_-PnMou-cgkQJFkgbAQJlwpBxKmkxtU1c6wsf_o2ke2bdN54bPzpM3STRwuFbKXGBqiJgEohyEtUyLZS0uCFnJqhR9fxiKe4RIyugE0oQJ4dJOUKqSrWTE7UkjnXXz-__fh4PXQMc37tgvcV_wcAAP__ZEmLsQ
https://www.dietaryguidelines.gov/public-comment-departments?source=govdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#oral-comment-meeting
https://email.axioshq.schoolnutrition.org/c/eJyMkbGSGyEQRL9mSVyzBbMsC8EGDqzQiT_ANTCzElUSyMBJd_56ly5wfHlX9-t6vG98iBclu9kWF5zzxivhPHItvzPvJqI7XPCQDoxghQmC5QQUDocUY9JhUZc9egw6OY1plUhLiNFTEjmIDeqoo8o7aly1MavxdkUzRyPJBKsXIVpQcLKa3nPtlz9zT5dar-VttE-Mubazuu6XMe59Wr5PeJrw9Hw-Z84yqH2c3zLLNRfp87k-Jjy9loD4kXttH5Dq7ZbHEIEm99qGqu1MJf-l_xc1LoniCit7DRYPCx63BCuzEfYHJXOothPfcpmszoUzFeqFPsG6FH612DVoTu4AFG_BxmghbE4g6GS9rAtbI6pLy9Jfce82h85E0B4Z7EIGvFACnwRTsIZFWzX2Xz-__Xi_N-ldja-5eOz4LwAA__-5_JEl
https://schoolnutrition.org/resource/position-paper-2025/
https://schoolnutrition.org/resource/position-paper-2025/
https://schoolnutrition.org/resource/position-paper-2025/
https://schoolnutrition.org/resource/position-paper-2025/


ELEVATING SCHOOL MEALS

FEATURING 

https://www.snapa.org/meetings-and-events

MORE INFO :

SNAPA’S

DIRECTOR WORKSHOP

MARCH 17-18, 2025

@SEVEN SPRINGS MOUNTAIN RESORT

PA SCHOOL MEALS ROCK

REGISTER TODAY!

https://business.snapa.org/events/Details/2025-snapa-s-director-workshop-1251352?sourceTypeId=Hub

